;fd'bflos /]l8of] k|;f/s ;+3 g]kfn
rf}wf}F ;fwf/0f ;ef tyf ;fd'bflos /]l8of]x?sf] /fli6«o ;Dd]ng

;'v]{t 3f]if0ff kq, @)&%
s0ff{nL k|b]zsf] /fhwfgL ;'v]{tdf ldlt @)&% kmfu'g ! / @ ut] ;DkGg ;fd'bflos /]l8of]
k|;f/s ;+3, g]kfnsf] !$ cf}+ jflif{s ;fwf/0f ;ef tyf /fli6«o ;Dd]ngdf ;xeflu xfdL
b]ze/sf ;fd'bflos /]l8of]sf ;~rfnsx? cleJolQm :jtGqtf k|lt k|lta4 /xFb}, cfjfh
ljlxgx?sf] cfjfh aGb}, gful/ssf] ;"rgfsf] xssf] ;+/If0f / ;Da4{gsf nflu k|ltj4tf
bf]xf]¥ofp+b}, nf]stGq, dfgjclwsf/ / ax'nafbnfO{ cfTd;ft ub}{, cfTd;Ddfg ;lxtsf]
hLjgz}nLsf kIfdf jsfnt ub}{, lbuf] ljsf;sf nflu hgtfnfO{ ;';'lrt ub}{ /
;/f]sf/jfnfx?nfO{ vj/bf/L ub}{ ;fd'bflos /]l8of]x?n] jt{dfg ;dodf ;fdgf ug'{ k/]sf
r'gf}tLsf] ;Daf]wg Pj+ k|fKt cj;/x?nfO{ pkof]u ug{sf nflu lgDgfg';f/sf] ;'v]{t 3f]if0ff
kq hf/L ub{5f}+ .
k|ltj4tfx?M
!_ g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfg @)&@ åf/f k|bQ ;'rgfsf] xs, ldl8ofsf] :jtGqtf / cleJolQmsf]
:jtGqtfnfO{ Jojxfl/s ?kdf cfwf/e't tx;Dd cg'e't u/fpg ;Sg] ;fd'bflos /]l8of]sf]
ljlzi6 ;fdYo{ / lhDd]jfl/ k|lt ;Dk"0f{ ?kdf ;r]t /xFb} o;sf nflu yk phf{ / /0fgLlt
;lxt cl3 a9\g] k|ltj4f JoQm ub{5f}F .
@_ ;dfgtf / ;'zf;g k|jw{gsf nflu e"ldsf lgjf{x ub}{, ;fdflhs ?kfGt/0f dfk{mt lbuf]
ljsf;sf] cleofgdf ;fd'bflos /]l8of]sf] ultlalw la:tf/ u/L /]l8of]df ;d'bfosf] ;xeflutf
a[l4 ug{] k|ltj4tf JoQm ub{5f}+ .
#_ ;fd'bflos /]l8of]df ;xeflutf, g]t[Tj / k|;f/0f ;fdu|Ldf dlxnf, cfbLaf;L, afnaflnsf,
h]i7 gful/s, km/s Ifdtf ePsf, bnLt, cNk;FVos nufot kl5 kfl/Psf ;d'bfox?nfO{
;dfg 9+un] ca;/ lbg] s'/f gLltut?kd} Joj:yf ug{ xfdL k|ltj4tf JoQm ub{5f}+ .
$_ jfnljjfx, bfO{hf]k|yf, 5fpk8L, 5'jf5't, jf]S;L nufotsf sfg'g4f/f g} b08gLo elgPsf
;fdflhs lje]b / s'l/ltsf] cGTosf nflu lg/Gt/ ?kdf lqmofzLn /xg] k|ltj4tf JoQm
ub{5f}+ .
dfux?
-%_ ;~rf/ dfWodsf] nf]stflGqs/0f ;DaGwL ljZjJofkL dfGotf ljkl/t :yfgLo ;/sf/x?n]
cfkm}F PkmPd /]l8of] ;~rfng ug]{ s'/fsf] hf]8bf/ la/f]w ub{5f}+ . /, PkmPd /]l8of] Joj:yfkg, lgodg tyf ;+rfng_ sf nflu sfo{ljwL agfpg] gfddf /]l8of] aGb ug]{ ;Ddsf
clwsf/ lakl/tsf Joj:yfx? tTsfn vf/]h ug{ / /]l8of] ;DaGwL gLlt lgod agfpFbf
/]l8of]sf k|ltlgwLx?sf] ;xeflutf ;'lglZrt ug{ dfu ub{5f}+ .
^_ ;~rf/ tyf ;"rgf k|ljlw dGqfnon] >dhLlj kqsf/nfO{ lbPsf]] kfl/>ldssf] a}Fs
:6]6d]06 ;"rgf ljefudf j'emfpg'kg]{ afWosf/L Joj:yf u/L gljs/0f nufotsf sfo{ /f]Sg]
sfg'gljkl/tsf] sfo{ tTsfn ;Rrfpg dfu ub{5f}F .
-&_ nf]ssNof0fsf/L lj1fkg ljt/0fdf ljB'tLo / 5fkf dfWod k|lt ul/Psf] lje]b cGTo u/L
;dfg'kflts lj1fkg gLlt nfu' ug{ ;/sf/;Fu hf]8bf/ dfu ub{5f}F .

-*_ ;fd'bflos /]l8of]n] ltg'{ k/]sf] ljt/0f z'Ns -/f]oN6L_ tyf gjLs/0f z'Ns vf/]hL u/L
cGo ;~rf/ dfWodsf] kx'Fraflx/ /x]sf b'u{d Pj+ k5fl8 k/]sf If]qdf ;~rflnt ;fd'bflos
/]l8of]nfO{ ljz]if ;x'lnot / ;xof]usf] k|aGw ul/of];\ .
-(_ o; cl3 g} lalzi6Ls[t P]gsf] cEof; ul//x]sf] ;Gbe{df k5f8L kms]{/ ;a} ;~rf/ ;DaGwL
P]g ufe]/ cfd ;~rf/ ;DaGwL 5ftf P]g Nofpg ul/Psf] tof/Lsf] la/f]w ub}{ ;fd'bflos /]l8of]
;DaGwL 5'6\6} P]gsf] dfu ub{5f}+ .
-!)_ s'g} klg ;~rf/ dfWodsf] btf{ vf/]h gul/g] ;+ljwfg k|bQ u/]sf] xs lakl/t s'g}klg
axfgfdf /]l8of]sf] gljs/0f /f]Sg] / btf{ vf/]hL ug]{ h:tf sfo{ aGb ug{ dfu ub{5f}+ .

Association of Community Radio Broadcasters’ (ACORAB) Nepal
14th Annual General Meeting and National Conference of Community
Radios

Surkhet Declaration, 2019
We, the participants of the National Conference of Community Radios and 14th Annual
General Meeting of the Association of Community Radio Broadcasters’ (ACORAB), held
from 13-14 February 2019 in Surkhet, capital of Karnali province, reiterate our commitment
towards freedom of expression, right to information, democracy, human rights, media
pluralism and giving voice to the voiceless.
With this Declaration we draw attention to the challenges faced by the community radio
sector, even as we pledge our commitment towards creating a well informed citizenship,
promoting sustainable development and withholding self respect and dignity for all.
We pledge:
1. We remain committed to our responsibilities as community broadcasters for practicing
and promoting the constitutionally guaranteed rights of the common people of Nepal such
as the right to information, media independence, and freedom of expression. While being
aware of the special power of community radios over ensuring such rights, we commit to
renew our strategies and revitalize our initiatives to enhance effectiveness.
2.

We pledge to remain committed towards participation, positive social transformation and
sustainable development of local communities through the transformational powers of
community broadcasting for promoting equality, equity and good governance in the
society.

3.

We pledge to create equal opportunities of access, participation and ownership of
community radios for all marginalized communities such as women, indigenous people,
children, senior citizens, differently-abled, and other minority communities.

4.

In support of the word and spirit of the constitution of Nepal, we as community radio
broadcasters recognize socially and traditionally prevalent mal-practices such as child
marriage, dowry system, chhaupadi, caste-based discrimination and witchcraft as
activities punishable by law and pledge to actively engage in opposing, discouraging and
ending such practices.

5.

We demand:
A. Our attention has been drawn towards efforts made by several local elected
governments to setup FM radio stations, which we view as being detrimental to the spirit
of democratization of media. We view such initiatives to be in contradiction of the
principles of participatory democracy, and against established international practices of
media independence. We demand that such efforts be stopped immediately.

5. B. The Government of Nepal, in the pretext of policy formulation for the operation of FM
radio stations, has setup provisions that directly contradict the right of local radios to
broadcast freely and independently. We strongly demand to put an end to such
provisions. We also call on the Government to put in place a consultative and transparent

procedure of policy formulation that will allow for the participation of representatives of
the sector and its stakeholders.
6.

We call upon the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology of the
Government of Nepal to halt with immediate effect its decree for all media organizations
to compulsorily disburse salaries of staff members through bank transfers only. This is
against the spirit of community broadcasting, which is primarily operated by volunteers.
We also strongly oppose the Ministry’s decision to stop the renewal of broadcasting
licenses in the pretext of enforcing the decree, which is against the prevalent laws and
regulations.

7.

We demand for the immediate revision of the policy applied by the Government for
distributing Public Welfare Advertisements, to put an end to the discrimination against
electronic media and to promulgate a proportional distribution policy.

8.

We demand the Government to abolish with immediate effect the royalty and renewable
fees applied to community radio stations. We consider it to be highly unreasonable that
such an unfair taxation system is applied to local ‘not-for-profit’ broadcasters working
with the sole aim of bringing within the purview of information and communication those
that have been neglected by all other forms of media and communication in the country.
We call on the Government to extend a positive discrimination in favor of community
radio stations.

9.

We demand that the Government should withdraw its announced intention to formulate a
single policy for mass media. This move by the Government effectively demolishes the
possibility of the community radio sector receiving a specific recognition as a unique tier
of the broadcasting media. We consider this to be regressive step and call upon the
Government to formulate specific polices, act, and regulations for the operation of
community radio stations in consultation with sector representatives.

10.

We strongly demand that the federal, provincial and local Governments do not enact any
policy, act or regulation that will allow, directly or indirectly, shutting down of
community radios or interference in their regular operations. The constitution of Nepal
clearly states that the registration of any type of media cannot be revoked under any
circumstance. Any move by the Government in contradiction will not only be deemed as
unconstitutional but will be considered to be against the established international
practices of media freedom, right to communication and freedom of expression.

