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‘Community radios can play vital
role in improving peoples’

What was your experiences during the
project implementation in collaboration
with community radios? What new lesson
did you learn?

Our experience in this respect was rather
limited to PRAN project. This project
aims at strengthening the capacity of
civil society organizations to implement
the social accountability tools to
promote transparency, accountability,
efficiency and inclusiveness particularly
in Public Finance Management (PFM)
sector. Increased awareness among the
communities especially on acquiring the
public services was our prime concern.
We think the community radios played an
effective role and they were able to reach
the desired communities in a wider scale.

Based on this limited experience of
partnership with ACORAB, we see the
need for enhancing the capacity of local
radios, monitoring and mentoring them.

Based on your experiences, what do you
think about the role of communication
in community development? How do
marginalized communities can get huge
benefit from community development
activities?

I think we all are aware about the role of
media and here is no debate on this. In our
country, due to the difficult geography
and remoteness, community radios have a
greater role compared to other sources.

The citizens, especially the marginalised
groups and the people in remote areas
are often not well informed about the
local development decision process
which directly affects their lives. They are

1 Keshav Koirala
% CECI

unaware on their role and participation.
They have limited knowledge on the
process, provisions and criteria for
acquiring services from the local service
providers. Community radios can play
vital role in improving peoples” awareness
and educating them on these issues.

What could be the effective strategies
to collaborate among the development
partners, to make development activities
more effective, and to provide more
benefits to the most marginalized and
vulnerable communities of Nepal.

As I mentioned earlier, more focus is
needed at the local level to increase the
capacity of local radios. Good examples
and case studies, peoples’ success stories,
grievances and their experiences could be
disseminated. Also there is a need to give
some consideration on local languages
while disseminating important information
and guidelines. FM radios are very popular
both in urban and rural areas but mostly
for the music. We need to think on how to
make our programs more interesting and
participatory and meaningful to their daily
lives.
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Rudrajit Das
UNICEF

‘Communication
plays an extremely
important role’

What was your experiences during the
project implementation in collaboration with
community radios? What new lesson did you
learn?

Immediately after the 2015 earthquakes in Nepal,
UNICEF in partnership with community radio
stations in earthquake affected districts intensively
broadcast critical information related to staying
safe, relief efforts and messages around Health,
Nutrition, Water and Sanitation, Education and
Child Protection. Unfortunately many community
radio stations were damaged by the earthquake.
UNICEF supported an assessment of the extent

of damage suffered by community radio stations.
Based on the assessment findings, a short term and
a long term rehabilitation plan was developed and
implemented. The short term plan comprised of
providing rehabilitation supplies to the damaged
stations such as tents, zoom recorders, power
generators, telephone hybrids, power back-ups,
batteries, stabilizers, laptops, radio receivers for
distribution in communities and also providing
training to local technicians on repairing damaged
radio sets. The long term plan comprised of
providing training to community radio stations

on preparing for emergencies and developing
programs to help communities better prepare and
respond to future emergencies.

After the earthquake, UNICEF in collaboration
with Radio Nepal started a radio program to meet
the information and communication needs of
earthquake affected populations. Considering the
popularity of community radio, the program was

also relayed across 25 community radios across the
earthquake affected districts.

The experience taught us that community radio
are a vital means of communication to reach out
to communities in remote and far flung areas. A
communication assessment carried out by the UN
Common Feedback Project (CFP) in December
2015 reiterated this fact. 73% of the respondents
said that radio was their main source of
information and 63% said that it was their trusted
source. 45% recalled receiving messages via radio
and 64 % took action based on the information
received.

Based on your experiences, what do you

think about the role of communication in
community development? How do marginalized
communities can get huge benefit from
community development activities?

Communication plays an extremely important
role in community development processes.
Communication is a dialogic process that

helps understand the needs of individuals and
communities in order to develop programmes
that are more attuned to their requirements.
Communication is also a process of empowerment.
It helps provide people with the skills, agency
and confidence to become equal partners in their
own development. More often than not, failures
in development endeavors can be attributed to
the lack of investment in due communication
processes. Unless we discuss, assess and analyze
issues and also find solutions to development
challenges with communities, we are bound to
fail. Community participation and ownership in
development processes is crucial if development
has to be sustainable.

What could be the effective strategies to
collaborate among the development partners,
to make development activities more effective,
and to provide more benefits to the most
marginalized and vulnerable communities of
Nepal.

Coordination among various development
partners is critical if development activities are

to be made more effective and efficient. Partners
need to coordinate so that there is no duplication
of efforts and also so that partners can learn from
one another’s experiences without reinventing the
wheel. Forming a coalition of partners working
on similar issues also often helps best utilize scare
developmental resources as well as form a strong
advocacy group to lobby for the achievement of
developmental priorities and goals.
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‘We would like to support all

community station’

What was your experiences during the
project implementation in collaboration with
community radios? What new lesson did you
learn?

Since BBC Media Action presence in Nepal
we have built close relationship with the
community radio sector. Realizing the
importance of community radio sector

BBC Media Action was one of the early
supporters of ACORAB and also supported
the establishment of CIN in 2008. We have
not looked back ever since. We believe that
community radios have an important role

to play in providing vital information and
entertainment to the communities they serve.
Our community radio project have included
drama production at the local level, discussion
programmes which hold decision makers to
account, and lifeline programming to provide
life-saving information after disasters. In
addition we have provided vital equipment
support, training on marketing and fund
raising, and radio drama production training
via our online platform iLearn to community
radio stations. While we would like to support
all community station, in practice this is not
always possible given the large number of
stations across the country. Thus we work in
close partnership with ACORAB to ensure
that our approaches and strategies constantly
adjust to the needs of community stations so
that the benefits could be optimized to the
highest extent for all.

Based on your experiences, what do you
think about the role of communication
in community development? How do
marginalized communities can get huge
benefit from community development
activities?

At BBC Media Action we believe that media
and communication can inform, connect,
empower and help people bring about lasting
change in their lives. We often work in fragile
and conflict-affected societies where political,

Mona
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security or other factors mean that media is
one of the few options available to reach and
engage marginalised groups. To ensure that
communities benefit from communication
initiatives first and foremost the initiative
must ensure that it puts communities at its
centre and talks directly with them rather
than about them. For example, during crisis
such as we have experienced during the
2015 earthquake, the voices of survivors
were key to effective recovery and response.
Media broadcasts can facilitate this voice

by providing a platform for survivors to
hold others to account, share their concerns
and stories of recovery and survival. This was
crucial in supporting psychosocial outcomes
and enabling confidence to act.

What could be the effective strategies

to collaborate among the development
partners, to make development activities
more effective, and to provide more benefits
to the most marginalized and vulnerable
communities of Nepal.

As media professionals we need to recognize
that, media broadcasts are only truly effective
if done in partnership with local people

and communities. To make communication
more effective the development community
should pull together to integrate strategic
communication into all development initiatives
in a way where the success of the initiatives is
not only measured by the number of posters
printed or pinned to walls but the number of
lives changed.
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‘T am also looking forward to learn
from our joint monitoring initiatives
on what worked well and what

needs to be improved’

What was your experiences during
the project implementation in

collaboration with community radios?

What new lesson did you learn?

We haven’t yet begun to implement
our program but I am already
impressed by the openness and
flexibility of ACORAB during the
preparation phase of our radio
magazine. I had been told by some
that the usefulness of community
radios was declining in Nepal and that
listeners preferred the telephone and
other media. Discussions with CIN
confirmed my trust in community
radios to reach traditionally excluded
communities. I am also looking
forward to learn from our joint
monitoring initiatives on what worked
well and what needs to be improved.

Based on your experiences, what

do you think about the role of
communication in community
development? How do marginalized
communities can get huge benefit
from community development
activities?

As mentioned above community
radios around the world play a very
important role in development. It is a
way for adults who have not had the
possibility to learn how to read and
write, to learn on all sorts of topics
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which touch them directly and interest
them, in their own language. It has
been a great way for organizations to
disseminate their development related
messages to the communities.

What could be the effective

strategies to collaborate among the
development partners, to make
development activities more effective,
and to provide more benefits to the
most marginalized and vulnerable
communities of Nepal.

Collaboration and coordination
amongst partners is a huge challenge.
Actually community radio networks
could be instrumental in setting up
an informal platform where partners
could discuss and brainstorm on how
to be more efficient in their attempt
to support Nepal’s budding inclusive
society. m
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South Asian Community
Radio Conference 2016

“Connecting people for sustainable change across the region”

Introduction

South  Asian =~ Community  Radio
Conference was organized for the first
time ever in Kathmandu, Nepal on the
date of 9th and 10th August with a motto
“Connecting people for sustainable change
across the region to bring the south Asian
Radio activists and the stakeholders
together to share the role of community
radio and exchange the learning and
the working trend as well as modality of
community radios of different south Asian
countries. The two days program was
organized by Association of Community
Radio Broadcaster (ACORAB) Nepal in
partnership with Asian Pacific Institute
for Broadcasting Development (AIBD),
Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU),
Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and
Communication (BNNRC) and SDJF (C4D)
and CECL

The celebration of the conference was
started with the National Anthem
continued along with inauguration
session, panel discussion, breakout session
and group presentation- sharing of their
productive work content on this grand

event. The event was attended by senior
government/non-governmental officials,
policy makers and development experts
of different SAARC countries. By the end
of two days conference, The Kathmandu
Community Radio Declaration was passed
incorporating the sharing and learning
from other countries for the betterment
and sustainability of Radios.

Inauguration Session:

His ExcellencyMr. Nanda Bahadur Pun,
Vice President of Nepal attended the
inauguration session of the conference
as a chief guest. Likewise, Honorable
Minister Mr. Hasanul Haqlnu, Minister of
Information Government of the People of
Bangladesh has participated the conference
as special guest. Other guest of the session
were Mr. Min Bahadur Shahi, Deputy
President of World Communication Radio
Association (AMARC), Ms. Heema Khadka,
Assistant Country Director-UNDP, and
HonorableMr. Krishna Hari Baskota Chief
of Information Commission. Besides,
ambassadors of Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka were also attended the session as
guests.Mr. Mohan Chapagain, President



of ACORAB, welcomed the national and
international delegates to the conference
and wished for their successful outcome of
the participation.

Dr. Hyeun- Suk Rhee, UNAPCICT
has presented her video message.
She saidcommunity Radio is an
inclusive model in recognizing and
enabling the media to promote women
entrepreneurship.Ms. Heema Khadka,
Assistant Country Director-UNDP Nepal
spoke about the importance of Community
Radio for sustainable development and
women’s empowerment and capacity
building.

Mr. Min Bahadur Shahi, Deputy
President of AMARC criticized the
government for not formulating
community radio friendly policy despite
of being first country in South Asia to
establish community radios. Honorable
Krishna Hari Baskota, Chief Information
Commissioner explained about practices
ofRight to Information in Nepal. Honorable
Minister, Hansanul, Haq Inu, Minister of
Information, Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh, thanked for
inviting him as a guest in the event in
South Asian regarding Community Radio.
He said community radio not only raise
the voice of voiceless but also enhances
freedom of expression, human rights,
justice, equity and equality.

His ExcellencyVice President Mr. Nanda
Bahadur Pun gave final speech in the
inauguration session. He praised the role
played by community radio journalist
during thetime of devastating earthquake
and their dedication to disseminate
information in inspiring and praiseworthy.
The role played by the community radio
to make republic state instead of state
and government will be known to the
participants. He also addressed that there
are several similarities among south Asian
Countries, cultural, social sector and
thanked Association of Community Radio
for this initiation.

High Level Panel Discussion:

After the inauguration session, high
level panel discussion on situation, role
and responsibility of community radio
in South Asia was moderated by Dr. RC
Lamichhane. Mr. Suman Basnet, AMARC
Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator, Mr.
Mohan Chapagain, President of ACORAB,
AHM Bazlur Rahaman, CEO of BBNRC,
Mr. Sebastain Puthen Varghese, Station
Manager of Radio Mattoi and Mr. Raghu
Ram Bista, Director General of Information
Department Nepalwere guest of first panel
discussion of the conference.

Second Panel Discussion

Honorable Mr. Krishna Hari Baskota
Chief Commissioner of Information
Commission, Dr. Venkat Iyer, Media law
expert, Mr. Min Bahadur Shahi, Deputy
President of AMARC, Mr. Nakul K.C,
Executive Director of Poverty Alleviation
Fund Nepalwere the key note speakers for
the second panel discussion session.

Honorable Mr. Krishna Hari Baskota,
Chief Commissioner of Information
Commission talked about the right to
information perspective of Nepal and
recent achievements and the proposal
how we can work together in SAARC
Region. Mr. Nakul KC, Executive Director
of poverty Alleviation Fund presented
community radio as effective partners in
poverty reduction.

Mr. Venkant Iyer, Media Law Expert-
UK, focused on the legal aspect of the
community radio in global perspective. Mr.
Min Bahadur Shahi, Deputy President of
AMARC said community radio a successful
means of societal transformation.

Third Panel Discussion

Mr. N. Ramakrishnan Ideosync Media
combine, Syed Tarikul Islam, Secretary
from Bangladesh Community Radio
Association of Bangladesh, Mr. Tula
Adhikari Station manager of Krishnasar
FM, Mrs. Indira Aryal, Station Manager of



Radio Lumbini, Mr. Ganesh Shrestha, Three
Angels Radio were the key note speakers
with the moderator Dr. Sudamshu Dahal

on the topic “Sustainability of Community
Radio”.

Fourth Panel Discussion for the Day:

Ms. Mina Gurung, Station Manager of Radio
Marsyangdi, Mr. Deependra Oli, Station
Manager of Radio Jagaran, Mrs. Sabrina
Sharmin, Executive member of Bangladesh
Community Radio Association, Devanjan
Shah, Station manager of Madi FM, Nepal
with the moderator Mr. Suman Basnet in
the topic “Role of Community Radio in
Disaster”.

DAY 2
First Panel Discussion

Ms. Shobhana Shrestha representative
of BBC Media Action shared her
organization’s involvement in capacity
development of community radios in
Nepal. Mr. Saroj Poudel, Radio Krishi,
Dhading presented about efforts of his
radio to empower local farmers through
radio contents. Mr. K. Venkata Rao, Radio
MGIRI Indiapresented lessons of his radio
station since the establishment.

Second Panel Discussion

Ms. Elizabeth Cote, Country Director of
IFES, Mr. Hem Thembe, Team Leader CECI
Nepal, Mr. Sudan Subedi, Nepal Tourism

Board, Ms. Preeti Thapa, Senior Program
Officer, The Asia Foundation, Mr. Sunil
Hakaju Shrestha, Policy and Advocacy
Specialist, World Vision International
Nepal, and Mr. Rudra Jit Das, Chief, C4D
of UNICEF Nepal shared their experiences
of working with community radios in
Nepal on various social issues.

Third Panel Discussion

Mr. N.Ramakrishana, Ideosync Media
India, Sohail Ahamed, Manager of
Borendro Radio from Bangladesh, Ms.
Kalpana Tiwari, Station Manager of Radio
Mukti, Mr. Nain Bishwokarma, Station
Manager of Radio Makalu were the key
note speaker of the session. Discussion was
conducted in the topic “Community Radio
as social empowerment: learning from
South Asia”.

Breakout Sessions:

Various sideline breakout sessionswere
organized on following topics:

- Community radio should organize
capacity building in using ICT.

- Involve equal participation of both
genders in the community activities.

- Promotion of networking, knowledge
and content sharing should be done.

- Prioritize  human  rights,  good
governance, social justice, and advocacy
and pressurize the authority and
stakeholders.

- Collection of review and feedback as
well as social survey should be done to
develop content.

- Provide capacity building training and
increase skilled human resources within
voiceless community.

- Arrange dialogue and public hearing
program between the policy makers and
voiceless group.

Kathmandu Declaration

After compromising all the outcome of
the conference in general, the South Asian
Conference of Community Radios has
passed the Kathmandu Radio Declaration.
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Honorable minister, HE Hansanul, Haq
Inu, Minister of information Government
of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh,
thanked for inviting him as a guest in such
a grant event in South Asian regarding
Community Radio. He informed about
the media in Bangladesh which goes in
this ways: 41 license private satellite TV
channel, 3 governmental TV Channel,

25 fm radio in operation along with 12
hundred daily newspaper, 10 hundred
of online in Media and still we have 17
Community Radio on air out of 42 and
more around the way. He further told
that when Bangladesh was in war, it was
an important to empower community

to win this war. War for sustainable
poverty alleviation and disparity free
development, war for democracy,
socialism and good governance, war for
society free from terrorism and military,
war for adoption and mitigation with
climate change and lastly war against

cyber criminal for space use of identity.
Therefore, it is a time for community
radio to take a role in saving community
through the anti terrorism campaign.
There is no doubt that community

radio has a social impact around the
world. Development goals can be more
effectively achieved by empowering and
giving voice to people who themselves
faced poverty and disadvantages.
Community radio can play specific

and crucial role in encouraging public
participation, strengthening cultural and
linguistic diversity and giving voice to
poor and other marginalized groups. The
community radio is making differences
in Bangladesh. It has created scope for
poor and marginalizes people; it has
become voice of voiceless. He ended his
speech saying that community radio not
only raise the voice of voiceless but also
enhances freedom of expression, human
rights, justice, equity and equality. The
challenges for community radio are
financial sustainability which is very
important to be structured by law. Funds
may flow from government to local.
Community radio should submit proposal
for the financial support. Therefore it is
us who needs to put our effort together to
set priority to community radio which is
to ensure community life in a poverty free
society.
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Mr. Chair,

Rt. Honorable Mr. Nanda Bahadur Pun,
Vice President of Federal Democratic
Republic of Nepal

Honorable Mr. HE Hansanul, Haq
Inu, Minister for Communication,
Bangladesh

Excellencies and Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great honor to be here as
the speaker on behalf of AMARC
International. I would to express my
sincere thanks to the Association of
Community Broadcasters of Nepal
(ACORAB) for providing me this
opportunity. And also, I would like
to convey the message of President of
AMARC International for the successful
commencement of this conference.

AMARC is an international
non-governmental organization serving
the community radio movement, with
almost 5000 members and associates
in 150 countries with the specific
goal to support and contribute to
the development of community and
participatory radio along with the
principals of solidarity and international
cooperation.

I would like to express my hearty
thanks to the governments of the
countries who have been contributing
for the development of community
broadcasting by creating conducive
environment. I would also like to thank
all the stakeholders, social activists and
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public-private sectors, that have been
creating a value based partnership
for the development of community
broadcasting globally.

Community  broadcasting is the
most popular and accessible means
of communications for the poor,
marginalized and deprived communities.
Due to its unique characteristics, it is
operated in the community, for the
community, about the community and by
the community with meaningful access,
participation, ownership, accountability
and ensuring transparency for good
governance. It enables the ordinary
people to claim their rights and practice
them.



Community broadcasting disseminates
and exchanges relevant information
educational and developmental and so
on. It is promoting diversity, pluralism
and building ideas and opinions
that helps to strengthen the pro-poor
democratic practices in the real ground.
It is most effective tools for poverty
reduction. Access to voice, information
and knowledge are vital factors in
facilitating the achievement of poverty
reduction and sustainable human
development. Breaking the silence is the
key dimension to reducing poverty and
exclusion. It is possible by the effective
use of community broadcasting.

Community broadcasting is playing a
vital role to building peace and social
transformation through its various
programs which have positive impacts
on the communities.

Here, I would like to emphasize on the
most recent devastating earthquake that
hit Nepal in 2015. Community radios
have proven very effective in tackling
disaster and inform the communities
by disseminating basic information on
related issues like safety, government
policies and programs which is still
being undertaken. We can take Tsunami
in Asia, Katrina disaster in New Orleans
as few examples to go beyond Nepal. It
has also been effective in building well
informed and prepared populations.

Despite all this, the community
broadcasting still facing lot of challenges
and constraints. Lack of recognition
of its legal existence still hinders the
overall development of the community
broadcasting. Although the democratic
governments around the world have
been expressing their positive opinions
for the development of the community
broadcasting, unfortunately they are not
introducing and applying full-fledged
community  broadcasting  friendly

policies and procedures nationally,
regionally and globally. In the context
of South Asia, Nepal is the first country
to operate the community radio. But it
does not have the related policies and
procedures. Recently, the government
of Nepal has approved the National
Media Policy, 2016 where it is clearly
articulated about the community
broadcasting. But its full-fledged
implementation is yet to be seen because
there is need to prepare many by laws
and regulations. There are examples
of the countries which have concrete
policies regarding community radios
however they need to improve to make it
more community broadcasting friendly
including rights to broadcast news,
current affairs and so on. There is dire
need to advocate for the meaningful and
sustainable development of community
broadcasting across the world including
the developed, developing and least
developed countries. On the other hand,
it is time for the community broadcasters
to rethink the development agenda of
the community broadcasting - in terms
of contents, participation, ownerships,
decision-making and its self-governing
system.

On this background, we all are expecting
that this conference will be the milestone
for the community broadcasting
development. AMARC International is
ready to build a value based partnership
with ACORAB and other stakeholders.
We AMARC areready to disseminate the
outcomes of this conference regionally
and globally.

Last but not least, we would like to
congratulate ACORAB and its partners
for making grand success of this
conference. Once again, on behalf of
AMARC International, we would like
to wish you for the successful event and
thank all the distinguished guests and
participants.
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Good morning to everyone. I am
very thankful to the organizers of this
conference - Association of Community
Radio Broadcasters of Nepal. I am very
pleased to be part of a distinguished
panel and to speak to an equally
distinguished audience.

As a member of a regional network of
community radios, I have personally
witnessed the growth of community
broadcasting in South Asia over the last
two decades. I think itis nolonger needed
to mention that community radios have
played a very important role in people’s
lives and livelihoods in South Asia, and
for that matter everywhere in the world
where community radio operates.

Out of the eight countries that are
officially classified as South Asian,
five have some form of community
broadcasting in place.

Almost 19 years ago, Nepal became the
first country to begin radio broadcasting
from a non-governmental sector.
Afghanistan, India and Bangladesh
joined in, in the new millennium. Bhutan,
having started community broadcasting
just about a year ago, is the latest entry
in the community-radio-club-of-South
Asia.

Now only three countries are left to
allow community radios and these
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are Pakistan, Maldives and Sri Lanka.
Interestingly, all of these countries
have had some tryst with community
broadcasting at one time or the other.
For example, Pakistan briefly operated
a community radio station at the time
of the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan’s
northern areas. Sri Lanka had made a
name for itself for its community based
efforts in the Kothmale and similar
stations that were subsidiaries of the
government broadcaster. In Maldives,
efforts have been made to jump start
community broadcasting but it has not
picked up so far.

Nevertheless, generally speaking, I think
we could say that community radio is
picking up in this region. As they say, so
far so good!



However, lets change the perspective a
little bit.

Let me ask a question? What is
community radio?

Is it some kind of technology?Is it a name
of an office or an NGO or a cooperative?ls
community radio a studio or is it a name
of a broadcasting license?

Frankly speaking, an NGO is just
an NGO; a cooperative is just only a
cooperative. And a license is simply a
permit.

So what is community radio?

Firstly, community radio is a name of
a social process that allows members
of a community - be it geographical
or interest based, a rural or an urban
community - to organize themselves
to produce and air radio content on
something as common as calling a
meeting of the savings and credit
group, or organizing a community-wide
campaign on how to improve hygiene
practices, or calling agitation for
the election of new local leaders, or
demanding accountability from a local
government office, or asserting rights
of the dalits, women, sexual minorities,
those that are physically challenged,
and other under represented groups of
people such as senior citizens, children
and so on.

Secondly, it is often said that community
radio is voice of the voiceless. However,
this is not the complete statement.
Community radio is in fact the direct
voice of the voiceless. It is not someone
else speaking on behalf of someone else.

It is the people speaking for themselves.
That's why itis said that community radio
turns communities into producers of
media, as against being mere consumers.

As the late Zane Ibrahim of Bush Radio
famously said “community radio is 90%
about community and 10% about radio.

He further said, “when setting up
community stations, the first thing
people start with is radio, which is a
name of a technology. If you start with
technology, before long there will be
a huge gap between the radio and the
community.”

“Therefore,” he said, “get Community
first.”

So, as we gather here today to review
community broadcasting in South Asia,
we need to seriously consider if,by
community radio development,are
referring to a technological advancement
at the grassroots and development of
local broadcasting units? Or are we
referring to manifestation of people’s
voice in the airwaves?

If we are talking about people’s voice
then we need to talk about people’s
access and participation at all levels of
community radios.

Secondly, questions of equity, equal
access, and restrictive legislation like
a ban on broadcasting news remain
concerns in many countries. There are
alsochallenges within the sector related to
infrastructure, community involvement,
participatory content development and
regulatory framework.



Moreover, community radio stations
are increasingly finding themselves
vulnerable to the criticism of ‘ngoisation.”
Unfortunately, it has become common
for large NGOs to run one or more
community radios in different parts of
a country. Sadly, lack of clear policies is
promoting such mal practices and giving
rise to a new kind of media hegemony.

So the next question is: How do we
tackle these issues?

In 2010, the Asia-Pacific regional
chapter of AMARC held its 2nd
regional conference in Bangalore where
an assembly of nearly 300 members
recommended a 10-point agenda for
the development of community radio
in the region. After six years, these
recommendations are as valid as when
they were made. Let me read them out
here:

1. To have a distinct and clear definition
of community radio;

2. To recognize community radio as
a distinct-sector and acknowledge
its contributions to societies and
communities;

3. To legitimize Community Radio;

4. To open up of the
airwaves/frequencies to Community
Radios, on an equitable basis: from 20
to 30 percent of frequencies;

5. To urge governments to provide
financial and technical support to
Community Radios;

6. To  support
Community

sustainability ~ of
Radios through

initiatives like a community radio
fund;

7. To remove unreasonable restrictions
in terms of technical (power) and
editorial policies such as the ban on
news;

8. To simplify licensing procedures;

9. To provide guidelines, mechanisms
and funding for reform, research and
development, and capacity building;
and

10. To ensure protection of community
radio broadcasters.

On the basis of these points, I would like
to present a few recommendations:

1) There is a need for community
radios to build synergies with
social movements like Freedom of
Information, Freedom of Expression,
Food Security, Gender issues, issues
of climate change and natural
disaster.

2) Community Broadcasting needs to
strategically combine old and new
communication technologies and
develop mixed media models. We
need to recognize that the ways of
listening to radio is changing rapidly.
Online and digital platforms are
rapidly ground and community
broadcasting must adapt to the
changing atmosphere.

3) There needs to be a sustained
engagement between the different
sectors of broadcasting - namely the
commercial broadcasters because



they have the listeners, the public
broadcasting sectors for their reach,
and community broadcasters for
their local content. Such synergies
are of high importance especially for
disaster risk reduction.

4) There is a need to build linkages
with Academia and independent
media development and research
organizations. On one hand there
needs to be more research and impact
assessment studies that track and
evaluate performance of Community
Radio stations and study their
co-relation with factors that could
influence their behavior such as
political or commercial interests.

At the same time, there needs to be
more support provided for training in
community radio and develop a pool of
country and regional resource persons
that can undertake community radio
capacity building.

5) Funding support from public funds
also needs to be explored. Examples
of such mechanisms are found in
France and Australia or closer to
home, in the Philippines, where
there are collaborative alliances like
the Local Government Units (LGU)
initiative.

6) There needs to be a greater emphasis
onnetworking both at the country and
regional levels. Networks comprising
community radio  practitioners,
advocates and community media
production groups at the country
and regional levels are required to
strengthen the case for legal reform,

technology access and fund raising, to
advocate for enabling environments
and judicious legislation at the
country levels. They are also valuable
mechanisms for content sharing and
dissemination, awareness raising and
capacity building.

AMARC is a case in point - it is a not
only a network of community radios.
It is a network of all stakeholders
and comprises diverse members with
expertise in advocacy, capacity building,
technology facilitation and content
sharing.

Finally, I would like to conclude by
pointing out that community radios
often describe themselves as a social
movement. However, to become a
movement, community radioshave
to become part of other community
movements such as the dalit movement,
the LGBTI movement, women’s
movement, movement for climate change
adaptation, DRR, food security, and so
on. Failing to do so will seriously limit
the impact of community broadcasting.

With some of the poorest population of
the world living in South Asia, where
disease, hunger, violence, discrimination,
corruption, lack of accountability - think
of any mal function that a society can
have and we find it here - community
radios have a humongous task cut out
for them. Our success has to be measured
against the impact we have against these
social maladies.

Thank you.
sumanbasnet@amarc-ap.org



The Kathmandu Community
Radio Declaration

Adopted on the occasion of the South Asian Conference on Community Radio,
held in Kathmandu, Nepal, on the 9thé& 10th of August 2016

WE, the community broadcasters, activists, and researchers from India,
Bangladesh, and Nepal, gathered here in Kathmandu, Nepal, acknowledge our
diverse cultural, political and national identities; our diverse gender, ethnic and
generational differences; and our diverse perspectives on community media - and
celebrate our united dedication to the cause of community-owned, - managed and
-run media.

1. We acknowledge Article 19 of the

“Universal Declaration of Human
Rights”, which states that "Everyone
has the right to freedom of opinion
and expression; this right includes
freedom to hold opinions without
interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas
through any media, and regardless
of frontiers."

. We also acknowledge the 2005
“United Nations Convention on
the Protection and Promotion of the
Diversity of Cultural Expressions”
which celebrates "... the importance
of cultural diversity for the full
realization of human rights and
fundamental freedoms proclaimed
in the Universal Declaration of
HumanRightsand other universally
recognized instruments.”

. We reaffirm that everyone has a
right to life, with dignity. All people
have the undeniable right to be
informed about decisions affecting
every aspect of their lives including
quality of life, as articulated in the
United Nations Conventions on
Human Rights

4. We reaffirm that the right to
information and freedom of
expression is fundamental to
ensuring other rights and freedoms
enshrined in international human

rights instruments.

. Wereaffirmthatfreedomofthought,

expression, and information, as well
as diversity of the media enables
cultural expressions to flourish
within societies.

. We endorsed the call for the

implementation of United Nations
Sustainable Development Goal
(UNSDG), with special reference to
UN SDG 16 (10) on Promote just,
peaceful and inclusive societies.



With reference to community radio
in South Asia:

1.

We acknowledge the diversity
of opportunities and challenges
that confront community radios
and communications practitioners
across the region.

We take note that the legislative and
regulatory frameworks within some
South Asian countries do not yet
fully recognize community radio as a
legitimate third tier of broadcasting,
or view community radio from a
rights-based perspective.

We are aware that natural
and human induced disasters
negatively impact the social,

economic and political structures
of our nations.

We consider that indigenous
peoples in many of our countries
are marginalized and denied access
to basic human rights; and that
in some of our countries women,
people of diverse sexual orientation
and gender identity, the differently
able, Dalit communities, migrants,
and religious and ethnic minorities
are also marginalized and denied
basic human rights.

In acknowledging these
fundamental issues that impact all
human beings, we recognize that
community radio has an important
role to play in addressing our
above-mentioned concerns.

We recognize that equitable access
to spectrum in all our countries is
central to the implementation and
development of community radio.

We recognize that different south
Asian countries have varying

10.

levels of resources - knowledge,
financial, and human - which
must be shared as appropriate
whenever possible to promote the
establishment, development and
sustainability of community radio

We recognize that community
radio has an important role to play
in planning for, the management
of and participation in disaster risk
reduction and Climate change and
post disaster reconstruction efforts
prior to, during and following
the effects of natural and human
induced climate change and natural
and human induced disasters.

We recognize that community
radio is an important tool in
breaking down social barriers
and stereotypes that marginalize
or exclude people based on their
gender, race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation and gender identity,
class, caste, religious beliefs or
disability

We realize that as a community
of South Asian community
broadcasters and activists, we
need to build linkages with
other like-minded organizations,
nongovernmental organizations,
civil society organizations, donor
organizations, and other bodies to
expand, augment and improve the
work of community radio within
the Asia Pacific region

We, the delegates to and
participants at this South Asian
Conference on Community Radio
do hereby solemnly declare as
under:

That we endorse and support
the  recommendations  made



by the delegates to the
2ndAMARCAsia-Pacific Regional
Conference and Assembly
2010 in Bangalore, India; and
therecommendations of the South
Asia panel at the UNESCO global
seminar titled, “Community Media
Sustainability: Strengthening
Policies and Funding,” held in
Paris, France, in September 2015;

2. That we adopt and reaffirm those
recommendations on behalf of
community radio stations and
community media processes in all
South Asian nations, and call for
their speedy implementation;

Further:

A. We call upon the governments of
our South Asian countries to :

1. Recognize community media
(Community Radio, Community
Television) as a third tier of
broadcasting, and to incorporate
community media in planning,
policy, regulatory and legislative
measures.

2. Organize a regular South Asian
Information Ministers dialogue to
beat and discuss the development
of community media in the South
Asian countries;

3. Set up a South Asian Community
Media Development Fund, as well
as country-level Community Radio
Development Funds;

4. Bring specific legislative provisions
safeguarding the = community
radios in line with the principles of
community broadcasting outlined
in the 2010 AMARC “40 Principles
of Guaranteeing Diversity and

Pluralism in Broadcasting in
Audiovisual Communication
Services”

Ensure the reservation of at least
30% of the analogue and digital
radio spectrum for community
owned and run media processes,
to be provided exclusively and
preferentially to  community
broadcasters.

B. We call upon the associations of

community media & community
radio in the South Asian countries,
as well as activists, advocates
and civil society organizations
working for the development of
the community media sector to:

Develop mechanisms to facilitate
the sharing of resources for the
enablement of community radio
through the strengthening of
institutional networks between
donors, nongovernmental
organizations, civil society
organizations, inter-governmental
bodies and community radio
associations;

Work cooperatively to lobby our
governments for adequate funding
to protect, support, promote
and subsidies community radio
infrastructure and  operations
through Sustainable Development
Goals implementation process

Strengthen capacity among
community radios to develop
independent funding initiatives and
develop relationships with sponsors
and donors; and to develop shared
strategies, programs and training
opportunities for community radio
stations to be better equipped to
participate in disaster planning,
mitigation, response and recovery.



Renew our endorsement of and call
for the implementation of Article 16
of the “United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples” which reaffirms the right
of indigenous peoples to establish
their own community radios in their
own languages and have access to
non-indigenous community radios
without discrimination.

Create spaces on the airwaves
for diverse and marginalized
voices, irrespective of gender,
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation
and gender identity, class, caste,
religious beliefs or disability.

Promote and encourage gender
equality in our communities with
programs that are fully integrative
and supportive of women; as well
as by the equitable integration
of all genders within the setup,
management and  production
activities of our community media
processes;

Advocate for the lifting of policy
restrictions on community media
content while encouraging
community media practitioners to
evolving and adhere to a commonly
acknowledged Broadcasting Code
of Practice;

Expand CR policies in the South
Asian  countries to diversify
ownership to a variety of
factors, including trade unions,
cooperatives, self-help groups and
communities of interest;

Advocate for regional-level
Ministerial meetings to sensitize
governments across all South Asian
countries about community radio,

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

community media, and the need to
establish supportive legislative and
regulatory frameworks;

To advocate and work towards the
establishment of community radio
in media-dark areas; and establish
community radio as a medium
for conflict resolution and peace
building;

To support processes that network
community media locally,
nationally and regionally for self
learning, collaboration, and peer
sharing and learning;

To  ensure that regulatory
frameworks governing community
radio establish a rights-based
framework for community
radio, and focus on equity and

empowerment rather than
monitoring and content;
To ensure that regulatory

frameworks governing community
radio establish a rights-based
framework for community
radio, and focus on equity and
empowerment rather than
monitoring and content;

To encourage the diversification
of funding sources for community
radio stations, and mandate limits
on specific sources - especially
government  advertising  and
sponsorship - in order to maintain
the independent and alternative
character of community radio;

To advocate and dialogue with
Universal Access Funds at national
and regional levels to access
resources for community media;



16.

17.

Dedicate ourselves to advocating
for formal legislation within our
countries for the establishment of
Community Media Acts, enshrining
the right to people-owned media
as a right of all peoples and
communities in our countries;

To support dialogue with regional
political organizations like SAARC,
BIMSTEC, and the African union to
advocate for all the above;

We call upon community radio
broadcasters in our South Asian
countries to rededicate themselves
to, and reaffirm their adherence to,
the following concepts, principles
and processes in their respective
countries:

To strengthen participatory and
deliberative democracy through
citizen engagement;

To free community radio from the
risks of NGO-ization, and go beyond
the development paradigm in order
to establish a communication rights
based framework for community
media;

To strengthen civil society as a
pre-condition for an independent
community radio sector;

To advocate for the setting up of
autonomously administered public
funds to support community radio,
and to ensure their transparent
functioning;

To promote a culture of
self-assessment among community
radios, and work towards building
our capacities for participatory
research;

f.

h.

i

k.

L

To ensure that marginalized
communities (especially
LGBT, migrants, lower caste
and indigenous and tribal
communities)preferentially ~ own
and manage community radio

processes and that they undertake
evaluations that validate and
provide evidence of this ownership;

To support transparent and
accountable institution building,
so that CR may perform its role
as the third tier of broadcasting
effectively;

To support capacity building for
CR to enhance media literacy
and digital literacy; and to also
make provisions for training on
sustainability issues apart from
the regular trainings on thematic
technology issues;

To ensure that community radio
is viewed as an independent and
alternative local media platform,
with a unique DNA different
from that of NGOs, educational
institutions, or local government
bodies and agencies;

To support processes that network
community media locally,
nationally and regionally for self
learning, collaboration, and peer
sharing and learning;

To understand and engage with
Sustainable Development Goals
of the UN to emphasise the role of
Community Media in achieving
sustainable development (as per
Target 16.10 of the SDGs);

To ensure that CR returns to its
roots by providing a voice for the
voice-poor and offering a platform
for marginalized voices.



5th World Radio Day 2016

Radio Summit on

Radio in times of
Emergency and Disaster

Introduction

Radio summit program is organized
on the occasion of Fifth World
Radio in Kathmandu on February
13, 2016. Summit was organized
by Association of Community

Radio Broadcasters (ACORAB)
Nepal in  partnership  with
UNESCO Kathmandu, UNICEF

Nepal, OXFAM Nepal, The Asia
Foundation Nepal and AMARC.
Around three hundred radio
journalists and media activists have
participated in the radio summit and

discussed about the role of radio in
times of disaster and emergencies.

The celebration of radio day was
started by organizing radio rally in
the Kathmandu city. Inauguration
session, panel discussion, plenary
discussion,  breakout sessions
and groups presentation-sharing
were other activities conducted
to productively celebrate this
auspicious day. In front of senior
government/non-government
officials, policy —makers and
development experts, participants



of the

summit have shared
their stories of struggle to serve
people during recent devastating
earthquake and aftershocks. At the
end of the day, radio summit passed
Kathmandu declaration paper by
incorporating the findings brought
by the whole day’s discussion in
various formats.

Inauguration Session

Chief Guest Honorable Mr. Sher
Dhan Rai, Minister of Information
and Communication inaugurated
the program.

In the inauguration session, Mr.
Mohan Chapagain, President of
ACORAB described how ACORAB
as an umbrella organization of 274
community radio stations have
worked to bring support for the
earthquake affected radio stations
to resume their broadcasting.

Honorable Minister Mr. Sher
Dhan Rai, Minister of Information
and Communication Ministry
appraised the role played by
community radios in Nepal during
and after the earthquake. Minister
Rai said community radios have
done praise worthy works by
providing  necessary lifeline
information to the people during
the recent disaster. He informed
about the formation a committee
to revise the current media policy
and assured that revision on media
policy will provide appropriate
identity to community radio
stations.

Mr. Sushil Gyawali, Chief Executive
Officer of National Reconstruction
Authority expressed his opinion
regarding the inevitable role
of community radios in the

reconstruction process. Meanwhile,
he suggested community radio
broadcasters to be careful to ensure
the authenticity of information
related to reconstruction efforts.

Mr. Min Bahadur Shahi, Deputy
President of AMARC praised
efforts of community radios shown
during post disaster time. Mr.
RudraJit Das, Chief of Development
for Communication at UNICEF
Nepal said more 90 percent people
have obtained information by
listening radio during and after
April 25 earthquake, so UNICEF
is collaborating with ACORAB
to disseminate the information
regarding post-disaster situation.

Mr. ]B Biswokarma, representative
from UNESCO in Kathmandu
lauded role of community radios
as remarkable to achieve right to
information and said further work
can be done by them to make state
accountable.

Dr. Mahendra Bista, President
of FNJ said radio stations are
practicing  citizen  journalism
and praised their role in rescue
and relief distribution in the last
disaster. He recommended revision
is required in the perspective of
content selection to respond the
demand of present of context.

As closing remarks of inauguration
session, Mr. Subash Khatiwada,
Treasurer of ACORAB said
community radio stations were
able to resume broadcasting with
the support of people.

Panel Discussion - Role of
Community Radio in Crises

After inauguration session, panel
discussion on role of community



radio in crises was organized.
Mr. Kishor Jung Thapa of Radio
Gorkha, Ms. Srijana Baral of Radio
Melamchi and Mr. Soham Subedi
of Community Information
Network (CIN) have shared their
efforts of radio broadcasting
at the hour of crisis in recent
disaster. Panel discussion was
moderated by Ms. Prem Kumari
Ghale, Executive Board Member
of Association of Community
Radio Broadcasters.

Mr. Kishor Jung Thapa, Station
Manager of Radio Gorkha
described his teams' struggle to
shift radio stations to an open land
and resume broadcasting. He said
previous learning exposure on the
emergency preparedness taught
him to take precautions to safeguard
his life and radio transmission
associated equipment.

Likewise, Ms. Srijana Baral,
Program Producer of Radio
Melamchi, Sindhuplachowk said
somehow they managed to bring
transmission equipment outside
and started broadcasting programs
from open roof place by connecting
relay transmission of Community
Information Network (CIN).

Meanwhile, Mr. Soham Subedi,
Managerof Community Information
Network (CIN) explained about the
life line radio program produced
by CIN and impact. He also
presented audio-visual materials
incorporating feedback regarding
the program.

Plenary Session
Ms. Preeti Thapa, Senior Program

Officer at The Asia Foundation
Nepal, Mr. Rudra Jit Das,

Chief of
Development-UNICEF Nepal, Dr.
Sarba Raj Khadka, Former Chair of
Food First Information and Action
Network have delivered key note
speeches in plenary session.

Communication for

Ms. Thapa  presented  her
speech on role of community
radio for mediation during the
disaster and crises.The second
key note speaker Mr. Rudra Jit
Das,Chief of Communication for
Development at UNICEF Nepal
talked about the role of Media in
Disaster and described the impact
of media through promotion of
preparedness which can reduce
the damages and casualties in
disaster.

The final speaker of the plenary
session was Dr. Sarba Raj Khadka,
Former Chair of Food First
Information and Action Network.
Mr. Khadka lauded the dedication
of community radio stations despite
suffering from severe damages
caused by the earthquake. He
talked about the role of community
radio for food security in crises.

Breakout Session

Later, breakout sessions were
conducted to explore the role
community radios on five thematic
issues such as child and women

issue during disaster, rumor
tracking during disaster, food
security in crisis, community

mediationand community radio
policies in Nepal.

Kathmandu Declaration
By comprising outcomes of all

sessions, Kathmandu declaration
is made specifically mentioning



the role of the government and radio
stations separately to address respective
strategies. Mr. Tula Adhikari, Member
of Account Committee of ACORAB
and Station Manager of Krishnasar FM
presented the declaration paper in front
of floor and passed unanimously.

Closing Ceremony

In the closing ceremony, Mr. Kashi
Raj Dahal, Chairperson of the High
Level Media Policy Revision and
Draft Committee, Honorable State
Minister of Federal Affairs and Local
Development Ms. Kunti Kumari Sahi
and Mr. Dinesh Kumar Thapaliya,
Secretary of the Ministry of Information
and Communication have responded
the issues rose in plenary and breakout
sessions of the summit.

Addressing to the closing ceremony,
Mr. Kashi Raj Dahal, Chairperson of the
High Level Media Policy Revision and
Draft Committee said the theme of the

conference is very much relevant while
considering the recent experience of
Nepal. He expressed his commitment to
incorporateissuesraised in this conference
in his committee’s recommendationto
provide  appropriate  identity  to
community radio with clarity policies
and legal guardianship. Honorable State
Minister Ms. Kunti Shahi expressed
her ministry’s commitment to address
the issues raised in the conference. She
conveyed her appreciation for the role
played by community radios in the recent
difficult situation in country.

Mr. Dinesh Kumar Thapaliya, Secretary
of the Ministry of Information and
Communication described the role of
radio as inevitable during disaster, so it
is carried even in the emergency toolkit
bag. He termed radio as a friend in need
and difficult situation. He requested all
concerned stakeholders of community
radios to carry on positive aspect and
improve weakness.

003 TG 0 T UG TFGR HERH AeAMG] NFH U4 A MSA TRS
woe! @l Affd Gew s Wfoer™ el STARS HA gEe Ed 9ue B
o8 FFEREIC QST T HhYRRYT TR SRYATGHI SUARS! HAAT 43 IHD]
SHRAT e weel 81 | fRa g3 e I X A IR UFBINGT TGHTHT
T eI A J9REG el @l A0 Gew, WA ARST THUHST e,
AT A< g AARHST TGRS T THRIB Iea MSgHTD! o1 | )
Td R THUEEET M IRAd] WUS B | S8 HIIER TFeR w9 (U AR
) B RTeeT FeemaR, W el IRYg IRMST AeeRdR W 8giid!
RN | wwier a3 9 BN B | Tl Feee NEDIRCIEA Rl
amwﬁwlﬁawﬁumﬁmﬁmmwml

&




“Kathmandu Declaration Paper- 2016”

on 13th February, 2016 on the occasion of World Radio Day

Community radio in Nepal have been regularly serving and contributing to
improve the public awareness level on the right to information for the interest of
people and country. On the occasion of 5th radio day on behalf of all community
radio, 10 points on Kathmandu declaration paper has been unveiled including
following mentioned commitment and expectation:

Our Commitment

1.

We, community radio, have been
serving the greater interest of people
and country throughcommunication
and we are committed to being
honest and upright.

We, community radio, are
committed to enrolling our role
in implementation of Democratic
Republic Constitution of Nepal 2072
promulgated by the Constituent
Assembly.

We, on behalf of all community
radio,arecommitted tofulfillingour
effective role for the development
of economic, social, political
and cultural sector of Nepalese
community. We, community
radio, are committed to serving
as a community friend to spread
message to alert people during
the situation of different types of
natural calamities (earthquake,
storm, flood, landslides, fire burn
explosion, and epidemic) and in
managing the situation after such
calamities.

We are committed to emphasizing
the broadcasting program concerned
on the queries of development
and change in order to boost the
positivity of people by minimizing
the negative and disappointed
thoughts.

We are committed to following
the codes of conduct formulated
by mnational, international and

association of community radio
broadcasters to make radio
journalism  more  organized,
responsible and dignified. And
we would like to repeat the
commitment to implement the
working journalists act.

Our expectation from Government

1. We strongly demand for facilities
which are given to print media also
to be provided to radio while airing
of public welfare advertisement.

2. We strongly demand for clearly
categorized and organized facility
and regulation for community
radio in new communication policy
by appreciating their crucial role
played in substantial development
of Nepalese community.

3. We urge Nepal government bodies
to formulate the policy that can
utilize the community radio for
raising awareness and to advance
its effective implementation.

4. We demand an arrangement of
special discount on electricity
and telephone tariffs and customs
fee for electronic components to
community radio.

5. We request the government to
intensify the necessary process
essential for registration of ITU
frequency by making frequency
distribution system more
transparent and organize.
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Clamp meter (AC/DC), Soldering Iron, - De
solder pump, Solder led, Cutter, Nose Plier,
Combination Plier, Monkey Plier, Wire Stripper,
Tweezer, Screw Driver set, Precision screw
set, Jewelers screw driver set, Slide Wrench,
Measuring Tape, Hydrometer, Hammer, Drill
Machine, Drill bits, Paper cutter, Networking
clamper, Network cable tester, Network Socket
clamper, Rubber Tape, Tool Box
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